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Seventy years ago, in April 1955, the city of Band-
ung in Indonesia became the site of a historic 

moment that would shape the future of international 
relations. The Bandung Conference brought together 
29 Asian and African nations, many of them newly 
independent, to forge a path free from colonial influ-
ence and Cold War politics. More than just a political 
event, the conference was a cultural and ideological 
meeting ground that laid the foundation for South-
South cooperation and strengthened ties between In-
dia and Africa. Today, its legacy continues to shape 
global relations, particularly in the evolving partner-
ship between India and African nations.

Cultural Convergence at Bandung

The Bandung Conference was a moment of shared 
cultural and historical recognition. The participating 
nations, despite their geographical differences, found 
common ground in their experiences of colonialism, 
their struggles for self-determination, and their aspi-
rations for a more equitable global order.
Beyond politics and economics, the conference was 
a celebration of cultural heritage. Delegates spoke of 
their traditions, philosophies, and artistic expressions, 
reinforcing a sense of identity that had been sup-
pressed under colonial rule. The event was a powerful 
reminder that political independence was incomplete 
without cultural revival. The discussions in Bandung 
not only addressed economic cooperation and politi-
cal alignment but also emphasized the importance of 
cultural exchange as a means to foster solidarity.

Shaping South-South Cooperation
The principles of the Bandung Conference became the 
bedrock of South-South cooperation, an alternative to 

the traditional North-South relations that had long 
dominated global politics. These principles—mutu-
al respect for sovereignty, non-interference, equality, 
and peaceful coexistence— paved the way for stronger 
collaboration among developing nations.
The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), founded in 
1961, was a direct outcome of the Bandung Confer-
ence. It provided a platform for the Global South to 
assert its interests without aligning with the major 
power blocs of the Cold War. Over the years, this co-
operation expanded beyond politics to include trade 
agreements, education programs, technological col-
laborations, and cultural exchanges.
Today, South-South cooperation continues to evolve, 
with developing nations investing in each other’s 
economies and sharing knowledge in areas such as 
renewable energy, agriculture, and healthcare. Initia-
tives such as the India-Africa Forum Summit and the 
African Union’s partnerships with Asian countries are 
modern manifestations of the spirit of Bandung.

India-Africa Relations: A Bond 
Strengthened

India played a pivotal role at the Bandung Conference, 
reflecting its deep commitment to decolonization 
and cooperation with African nations. Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru’s vision emphasized solidarity 
with Africa, seeing their struggles as intertwined with 
India’s own fight against colonial rule. This early en-
gagement set the stage for a long-term partnership 
between India and the African continent.

One of the most enduring aspects of this relationship 
has been educational and cultural exchanges. Thou-
sands of African students have studied in Indian 
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universities over the decades, benefiting from schol-
arships and academic programs that promote knowl-
edge-sharing. Indian institutions have also contribut-
ed to capacity-building in Africa, particularly in the 
fields of technology, medicine, and agriculture.

Trade and economic cooperation between India and 
Africa have grown significantly in recent years. India 
has invested in Africa’s infrastructure, energy, and 
manufacturing sectors, while African nations have 
become key partners in India’s quest for food secu-
rity and resource diversification. In return, Indian 
businesses have provided affordable technology and 
expertise to African markets.

Culturally, India and Africa share rich traditions of 
music, dance, literature, and cuisine. The exchange 
of artistic and intellectual traditions has fostered a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of each oth-
er’s cultures. Today, Bollywood films enjoy immense 
popularity in Africa, while Indian audiences increas-
ingly engage with African music, literature, and artis-
tic expressions.

The Role of the Department of Afri-
can Studies, University of Delhi

In the same year as the Bandung Conference, India 
institutionalized its commitment to African studies 
with the establishment of the Department of African 
Studies at the University of Delhi. Inaugurated on 
August 6, 1955, by Prime Minister Nehru, the depart-
ment became a pioneering center for the academic 
study of Africa in India.

Over the years, the department has played a crucial 
role in fostering Indo-African relations by promoting 
research, exchange programs, and public discussions 
on African history, politics, and culture. Scholars 
from both regions have collaborated on projects that 
enhance mutual understanding and contribute to pol-
icymaking. The establishment of this department re-
flected. India’s recognition of Africa’s importance and 
its commitment to deepening historical and cultural 
ties.

The Legacy Continues: The Path For-
ward for the Global South

As the world prepares to commemorate the 70th an-
niversary of the Bandung Conference in April 2025, 
its legacy remains highly relevant. The principles of 
Bandung continue to inspire movements for econom-
ic justice, cultural self-determination, and geopolitical 
independence among nations of the Global South.

While South-South cooperation has achieved signif-
icant milestones, challenges remain. Economic in-
equality, climate change, and geopolitical conflicts still 
threaten the stability and progress of many developing 
nations. However, the Bandung spirit of solidarity and 
mutual respect provides a guiding philosophy for ad-
dressing these issues collectively.

For India and Africa, the future promises even great-
er collaboration. With both regions emerging as key 
players in the global economy, there is vast potential 
for joint ventures in digital technology, green energy, 
and education. Strengthening cultural exchanges and 
people-to-people connections will further enhance 
this partnership, ensuring that the spirit of Bandung 
continues to thrive in the 21st century.

Conclusion

The Bandung Conference was not just a political 
event—it was a cultural awakening for the nations of 
the Global South. By recognizing their shared histo-
ries and aspirations, the leaders of 1955 laid the foun-
dation for a new world order based on equality and 
cooperation. Seventy years later, the impact of Band-
ung is still visible in the strong South-South collab-
orations and the enduring India- Africa relationship.
As the world looks ahead, the values of Bandung re-
main as relevant as ever. Cultural solidarity, mutual 
respect, and cooperative development are the keys to 
ensuring that the Global South continues to thrive in 
an increasingly interconnected world. The spirit of 
Bandung lives on, inspiring new generations to build 
a future of shared prosperity and cultural enrichment.
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About SoAf: 

The Department of African Studies has launched an 
initiative called “Scholars on Africa” with the prima-

ry objective of promoting the research ideas of scholars 
and faculty members on current happenings and con-
temporary issues related to the African continent. This 
initiative serves a dual purpose, as it not only facilitates 
academic exploration but also provides valuable insights 
to the policymakers of India on matters concerning Afri-
ca. By actively engaging with scholars and faculty mem-
bers, the initiative aims to foster a better understanding 
and relationship between India and Africa, bridging the 
gap between the two worlds.
Under the “Scholars on Africa” initiative, Scholars of 
the Department of African Studies are encouraged to 
contribute write-ups on various African issues, not ex-
ceeding 300 words in length. It is noteworthy that these 
write-ups will be forwarded by any faculty members of 
the Department. These write-ups serve as a platform for 
scholars to express their personal views and insights on 
a diverse range of topics, including History, Politics, eco-
nomics, culture, and social issues prevalent in Africa.
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